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District 135’s mission is that, in a safe environment, all students will be prepared to meet the 

challenges of the future.

A newsletter from the Community Relations Office reporting on the 
May 9, 2016 regular meeting of the District 135 Board of Education

www.orland135.org

Partners
in Education

Orland School 
District 135

 Laura Berry, President        Sandra Kulak, Vice President      Angie Sexton, Secretary
        Devin Hodge, member         Michael Maratea, member         Gregory Okon, member        Dave Shalabi, member

Once school adjourns on June 1st, work on many District buildings will only just begin.  Over the summer, work is to be 
done inside and outside many schools, including Meadow Ridge, Jerling Jr. High, Century Jr. High and Park.  

The construction at Park will focus primarily on safety:  A new crosswalk will be put in to create a barrier between 
students and buses.  There is also discussion about a new traffic pattern that would separate bus and car drop offs in 
the morning and afternoon.  This would entail sending cars south on Union street to turn around and wait just outside 
the Park drop-off lane.  Cars would not be permitted to enter the lane until all buses are lined up, which would alleviate 
some serious safety concerns.  If execution of this plan does not work, there may be additional parking spaces and a 
ring road added to ensure the safety of all students.  Other construction at Park would include transforming a computer 
lab and an office into classrooms to make room for kindergarten students.

With the expansion of 159th street comes some concerns regarding bus drop off and pick up at Meadow Ridge and 
Century.  Therefore, there are plans in place to install a guardrail as a precautionary measure.  Pavement work would 
also be included to complete this project. 

Additionally, Jerling Jr. High will have improvements made to their roof, which is one of the biggest in the District.

Construction planning underway for summer projects

Book donations made by Mayor McLaughlin, CJH 8th grade author

Orland Park Mayor Dan McLaughlin 
presented several copies of local author 
Nancy Gee’s book, The Secret Drawer, to 
Orland School District 135 schools at the 
May 9 Board meeting (below).

Century Junior High 8th grade student Elise Blinn 
participated in a writing contest sponsored by 
the National Society of Children of the American 
Revolution, where she was asked to interview and 
write a story about a veteran.  Blinn’s book, Jewish 
Jammer, received 1st place in the contest, and her 
book is now available for purchase on Amazon.
com.  She donated 160 copies of her book to 
D135 schools (above).



Recognitions

Prairie School coding club presentation
At the May 9 Board of Education meeting, 
Library Media Specialist Leanne Brown and 
several Prairie School students presented on the 
work they’ve done in coding club this year.  The 
students gave an oral presentation, explaining 
what coding is and why it is important.  They 
also gave a demonstration using a coding app, 
and showed how they can put simple code into 
their iPad to make a small robot move along an 
obstacle course.

ABCDE award recipient Julie Muchna (OJH, Nurse)

Genevieve Schramm, Meadow Ridge, 5th 
Grade, was a state winner for her stock 
market essay on Starbucks

Conrad Haucus, Harrison Weidemiller and 
Michelle Sherrod, placed 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
respectively in the Prairie School Spelling Bee

Alyssa Evans (4th) and Fiona Michon (3rd) each 
had winning entries in the Econ Illinois poster 
contest

Faha Raber, Zoe Jeanes and Andrew Simonek placed 
1st, 2nd and 3rd respectively in the Liberty School 
Spelling Bee

Kaylee Gianetti, High Point, received 1st 
place for her entry into the 2016 Haiku 
Festival

The Jerling Jr. High student council received the honor council award 
from Illinois Association of Junior High Student Councils

Jerling Jr. High SWIC coaches being recognized for their winning 
seasons this school year



The next regular Board meeting will be held on Monday, June 13, 2016 at the Administration 
Center at 7pm.
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In other business, the Board:
• approved Accounts Payable in the amount of $1,306,249.45 as of 4/30/16
• approved the Petty Cash/Imprest Fund in the amount of $1,790.66 as of 4/30/16
• approved the Payroll Summary in the amount of $3,500,462.30 as of 4/30/16
• accepted the resignations of the following certified staff, effective the end of the 2015-16 school year:  Nicole Conrad, 

Speech Pathologist, Centennial, Amanda Meyer, Cross Categorical, Center and Kelly Stach, Orchestra, Orland Jr. High
• approved the transfer of Sean Knittle from Night Helper to Night Lead at High Point, effective 5/10/16
• approved the substitute call list
• approved the employment of the following classified staff for maintenance/technology work, effective Summer 2016: 

Scott Burns, Mary Carlo, Kyle Kamp, Michael Keating, Riley Lyvers, Austin Overby and Matt Stoffle
• approved the employment of the Extended School Year (ESY) program, effective Summer 2016
• established the regular meeting schedule of the Board of Education for the 2016-17 school year
• approved the revised minutes of the March 9, 2016 Special Board of Education Meeting
• approved the revised minutes of March 9, 2016 Closed Session, as amended
• approved the minutes of the April 11, 2016 Committee of the Whole
• approved the minutes of the April 11, 2016 Board of Education Meeting
• approved the minutes of April 11, 2016 Closed Session
• adopted a ‘Resolution Honoring Local Agencies and Officials’
• formally recognized District 135 community members, parents, support staff, teachers and administrators for their 

dedication and support in helping children achieve academic success
• approved the employment of the following certified staff, effective the 2016-17 school year: Elizabeth Feingold, Social 

Worker, Meadow Ridge, Amanda McCurrie, Psychologist, Meadow Ridge, Roba Sulaiman, ELL/Bilingual (Arabic), TBD and 
Kevin West, Psychologist, Jerling/Orland Junior High Schools

• accepted the revised date for notice of retirement for Joan Lohrens, 3rd Grade, Meadow Ridge, effective June 2, 2016
• accepted the low responsible bid submitted by R.B. Crowther, Co., for roof replacement at Jerling Junior High, in an 

amount not to exceed $453,188.00
• accepted the low responsible bid submitted by Pavement Systems, Inc., for asphalt work at Meadow Ridge School, 

including guardrail installment work at Century Jr. High and Meadow Ridge Schools, in an amount not to exceed 
$374,656.00

• approved the health insurance program submitted by Arthur J. Gallagher, for the 2016-17 fiscal year
• adopted a ‘Resolution Approving Line Item Transfers Within the Current 2015-16 Budget of Orland School District Number 

135, Cook County, Illinois,’ in accordance with 105 ILCS 5/17.1 of the Illinois School Code, effective May 9, 2016
• accepted the Settlement Agreement with Orland Square Mall in the amount of $2,254,126.88, plus any accrued interest 

as of the date of payment
• entered into an engagement letter with Sikich LLP for the audit of the financial statements as of and for the year ended 

June 30, 2016, subject to the approval of the terms of the engagement letter by the Board attorney, and authorize the 
Superintendent to execute the same

• appointed Lindsay Reipsa as Assistant Principal for Centennial and Park Schools, at an annual salary of $77,029.00, 
effective July 1, 2016

• appointed Laurie Patterson as Assistant Principal for Center and Prairie Schools, at an annual salary of $77,029.00, 
effective July 1, 2016.


